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Introduction 

 “Punishment is not for revenge, but to lessen crime and reform the criminal.” This quote 

by English prison reformer and philanthropist Elizabeth Fry is still as valid today as it was in the 

19th century. Punishment is needed to deter crime and hold criminals accountable for their 

actions, but it does not help society unless it also reforms and rehabilitates. Oftentimes, it seems 

that society wants to punish for purposes of revenge, especially in regards to the most serious 

and violent crimes. Determining an adequate punishment for a minor drug charge can be easily 

debatable with opinions on both sides of the spectrum. But where do opinions lie when it comes 

to punishment for a crime like sexual offending?  

The purpose of my honors thesis is to determine whether or not students' opinions and 

assumptions about sex offenders differ according to their college major. This project also 

examines whether students' academic disciplines shape their perspectives on sanctions and 

policies for a type of crime that is known to be so egregious. In the United States, public opinion 

helps shape policies against sex crimes (Redlich, 2002). More research is needed to determine 

where and how the general public obtains information and forms opinions related to sex crimes. 

However, factors such as age, gender, income, and level of education are thought to be some of 

the main characteristics that help shape public perception (Budd, 2017). In addition to the level 

of education, the specific types of education that students are receiving can affect where they 

stand on societal issues, including sex crimes and criminal sanctions (Budd, 2017). My 

hypothesis was that students who are pursuing a degree in criminology will be more in favor of 

stricter sanctions and will show signs of lower empathy levels towards sexual offenders than 

students of other academic majors.  

Literature Review 
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One journal article that was especially helpful before testing the data that I collected was 

Empathy among College Students and Criminal Justice Majors: Identifying Predispositional 

Traits and the Role of Education (Courtright et al., 2007). This article focused on a study of 633 

college students in the northeastern United States, and had the same basic purpose that I had in 

mind when I first chose this research topic. The authors studied levels of empathy among 

students with various college majors and compared research results across gender, school 

size/type, grade level, and age, among other variables. These are some of the same variables that 

I later looked at using my own data. The relationship between empathy and attitudes towards 

punitiveness was also studied. Results showed that male criminal justice majors have the lowest 

levels of empathy, followed by males of other majors, female criminal justice majors, and 

females of other majors (Courtright et al., 2007). Among the important factors that were found to 

influence empathy levels were gender, academic discipline, and grade/class level. Criminal 

justice majors were also found to be more in favor of punitiveness than non-criminal justice 

majors, which matched my previously stated hypothesis. Lastly, criminal justice and non-

criminal justice majors had differing opinions on what is considered fair and equitable 

punishment for criminals (Courtright et al., 2007). Unfortunately, this study is relatively unique 

and has not been replicated on the same scale. However, this proves that there is a need for more 

studies in this area involving how college major affects students' empathy levels and opinions.  

 Another helpful article I used was Empathy Deficits of Sexual Offenders: A Conceptual 

Model (Hanson, 2003). This article explains the history of empathy and how there is both a 

cognitive and an emotional component. Cognitively, empathy is the ability to recognize 

someone’s emotions and experiences. Emotional empathy can lead to a variety of responses, 

including sadness, concern, anger, and anxiety (Hanson, 2003). 
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Sexual offenders are often thought to lack empathy for their victims. As a result of this 

assumption, programs for sex offender treatment commonly focus on victim empathy. This is an 

example of how assumptions of criminals directly impact regulation and treatment of crime. 

There is no significant relationship among victim empathy and recidivism risk, but there is 

reason to believe that different types of sexual offenders have different levels of empathy. 

Hanson argues that different treatments are needed depending on how much empathy a criminal 

is lacking (Hanson, 2003). The exact definition of empathy is still up for debate, as well as the 

best way to measure empathy among sexual offenders.  

The article titled Empathy-focused Learning: Teaching Criminal Justice Students to Care 

focuses on a study conducted on students in a community-based corrections course. Students 

took a survey before completing two experiential learning projects. The first project was a 48 

hour home confinement exercise that required students to confine themselves at home for 48 

hours while complying with a list of restrictions that was given to them. In following these 

restrictions, students were not allowed to watch television or use a computer. Phone calls were 

allowed up to three times a day, and meals could only be eaten at certain times and for no longer 

than 20 minutes. For the second project, students were asked to visit any location where they 

could observe community-based corrections, such as correctional facilities, probation and parole 

agencies, and sexual offender group meeting sessions. Posttest surveys and interviews were 

conducted after these activities were completed. The results revealed an increase in students' 

capacity to feel pity for offenders treated unfairly and being disturbed by offenders’ misfortunes. 

Some even admitted they felt “connected” or “shared the same emotions” with offenders during 

group meetings that they observed. One student shared, "The thing that affected me most was the 

sex offenders...I really started to empathize with those charged with statutory rape. I think we 
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label many of them as 'bad people' when they had consensual sex with someone underage. I don't 

think they should be on the sex offenders list" (Keena & Krieger-Sample, 2018, p. 402). One 

participant in the study compared what it was like for parolees to try and get back on their feet 

after prison to "always running into a brick wall" because "people don't want them around," and 

it makes it extremely difficult to find good employment (Keena & Krieger-Sample, 2018, p. 

400). Regarding sex offenders specifically, one person said, "I had never thought about how 

difficult it is to survive in society once you are registered as a sex offender. For example, this one 

guy had to move because his neighbors kept defacing his apartment. I mean, the dude was 

working, going to counseling, and doing what he was supposed to do but he would come home 

and find his front door had been spray painted, egged, or other nasty things thrown at the door" 

(Keena & Krieger-Sample, 2018, p. 401). The confinement exercise reinforced some students' 

opinions that the prison system does not give offenders an opportunity or motivation to be 

rehabilitated. Others, however, still felt that the punitive environment of the prison system was 

what criminals deserved for their actions.  

 Contrary to common beliefs, most sexual offenders do not reoffend sexually over time 

(Harris & Hanson, 2004). In fact, after 15 years, 27% of sexual offenders were convicted again 

for a similar offense while the other 73% were not. These results were gathered from a study of 

4,724 adult male offenders from across the U.S. and Canada. However, it should be noted that 

different types of offenders have different likelihoods of recidivism, and the statistics mentioned 

are in reference to the overall general demographic of sexual offenders.  

Methods 

During the fall semester of 2019, I began research on this topic by creating surveys to be 

distributed to students from various disciplines across campus at Florida Southern College 
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(Appendix B). Some survey questions were open-ended, and others required the student to 

choose one of the possible given answers depending on the question. In addition to personal 

demographic questions, students answered questions in which they choose which percentage 

they think best fit the statistic. For example, one of the questions reads, "What percentage of sex 

offenders commit another sexual offense?" Students would then pick the answer they assume to 

be the most correct. Survey participants also used a Likert scale to rate how much they either 

agreed or disagreed with common assumptions or misconceptions about sex offenders in society. 

An example of one of these misconceptions from my survey is, "Most sex offenders re-offend." 

In another set of questions, students indicated whether or not they believed certain treatments 

and management policies would be effective in reducing the rate of reoffending among sex 

offenders. These management policies and treatments include GPS/electronic monitoring, 

probation/parole supervision, residency restrictions, incarceration, and others. Students' 

responses were then compared to data from academic journals either confirming or denying the 

effectiveness of these treatments. The survey contained four independent variable questions, or 

questions regarding the respondent's sex, race, and age. The other 37 survey questions were 

dependent variables, which were focused on different themes. One theme focused on percentages 

of different types of sex offenders, and how often students perceive them to reoffend. For 

example, to assess beliefs regarding recidivism, students were asked, "What percentage of child 

molesters sexually reoffend?" Another theme focused on common generalizations or 

misconceptions of sex offenders, and how much students agree or disagree with the statements. 

An example statement is, "Treatment is not effective for sex offenders." The third theme includes 

the most commonly used sex offender-specific laws and management policies, and whether or 

not students believe the strategies are effective in reducing reoffending among sex offenders. An 
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example policy is "GPS/ electronic monitoring". In total, 148 students participated in the survey. 

Of this total, 70% of respondents were female and 30% of respondents were male. Criminology 

was the major for 32% of my sample, and psychology accounted for 13.5% of the sample. 16% 

of students were science majors, which included biology, chemistry, and marine biology, among 

others. 12% were business majors, which included accounting, marketing, sports management, 

and any other business program field. The remaining 26.5% was a mix of other majors ranging 

from theater and art to education and English. The average age of my survey participants was 

19.8, with ages ranging mostly from 18 to 22 and a few outliers in the mid- to late-twenties. 

 Once the surveys were finished, the data was entered into SPSS statistical analysis 

software. Variables such as gender and academic major were coded numerically. For example, 

data was entered using the number 0 for "male," 1 for "female," and 2 for "other." After data 

entry was complete, three scales were created in order to group similar questions together. One 

scale was called "offender," and it included data from five questions that involved assumptions 

about sex offenders such as, "Treatment is not effective for sex offenders." Another scale was 

"law scale," which included seven social policies, restrictions, and laws that are meant to reduce 

sex offenses such as residency restrictions. The "consequence" scale involved data from two 

questions about whether or not sex offenders should be prepared to face backlash from society. 

Lastly, the "restrictions" scale included three questions regarding the effectiveness of sex 

offender restrictions such as employment limitations.  

 In order to show the relationships between students of various majors and their opinions 

and knowledge of sexual offenders, a t-test was used. The purpose of t-tests is to determine if 

there is a significant difference between the means of two groups. The purpose of this test in my 

research was to determine whether or not the difference in viewpoints from criminology students 
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as opposed to non-criminology students is significant. It also showed the direction and strength 

of the variables' relationship.  

Results 

 One significant finding came from an independent samples t-test using a 95% confidence 

interval comparing opinions on sanctions between criminology students versus non-criminology 

students (Appendix A, Tables 1-3). I included data from all seven types of sanctions that were in 

my survey, where respondents answered whether they believed the sanction was effective, not 

effective, or they were unsure. These seven sanctions were: GPS/ electronic monitoring, 

registration/ community notification laws, probation/ parole supervision, paying restitution to 

victims, residency restrictions, specialized sex offender treatment, and incarceration (prison). 

The results showed a significant difference in opinions on GPS monitoring, registration/ 

community notification laws, probation/ parole supervision, and specialized treatment (Appendix 

A, Table 2). Based on these significant results, criminology majors were more likely to think that 

these sanctions were beneficial, while non-criminology majors thought them to be ineffective or 

were unsure how effective they are.  

 Next, I used the same independent samples t-test with a 95% confidence interval and the 

same sanction variables to look for a contrast based on gender (Appendix A, Tables 4-6). I found 

two significant results: one for GPS/ electronic monitoring, and one for residency restrictions 

(Table 5). These results indicated that males were more likely to believe that these two methods 

were effective compared to females.  

 The last significant result that I found was from an independent samples t-test where I 

looked for differences in opinions on treatment between males and females (Tables 7-9). 

Compared to females, males were more likely to feel that GPS monitoring is a violation of the 
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right to privacy (Table 8). No significant results were found for differences in opinions on 

offender treatment based on college major. Results were also not significant when comparing 

opinions based on student’s ages.  

 The goals of sanctions for sexual offenders are to protect the community, deter offenders 

from committing more crimes, and to monitor offender behavior. Types of offender sanctions 

have varying levels of effectiveness when it comes to reducing recidivism. Many current 

sanctions that are in place today stem from opinion polls, and public emotion plays a significant 

role in these polls (Comartin et al., 2009). Community notification laws require states to keep 

track of sexual offenders in registries so that officials can notify the community when an 

offender relocates there. Registration can last anywhere from 10 years to an offender's lifetime. 

These sanctions are meant to protect the public by raising awareness that there are people in the 

nearby community who have been convicted of such offenses. A report from the National 

Institute of Justice shows that community notification and registration do not have an impact on 

sexual offender re-offense rates, the number of sexual offense victims, the type of offenses 

committed, or the amount of time between offenses (Comartin et al., 2009). Public registration 

was created under the retributive model, which aims to punish offenders in order to deter future 

crimes with the belief that sanctions should be proportional to the severity of the crime that 

occurred (Comartin et al., 2009). Residency restrictions prevent sex offenders from living and 

working within a certain distance of congregations of children, such as schools or parks. When it 

comes to community notification, law students and mental health professionals are less likely to 

be supportive (Comartin et al., 2009). A possible explanation for this lack of support is that law 

students have better knowledge of the Constitution and the ways in which laws affect 

individuals' rights. When studying how gender relates to support for community notification, it is 
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more likely that women will be more in favor than men. In both adult and child sexual abuse 

cases, women are usually more pro-victim than men (Comartin et al., 2009).  

 GPS monitoring systems send intermittent reports to law enforcement that show the 

offender's location. This sanction can last for up to an offender's lifetime in some cases. In a 

court case involving lifetime GPS monitoring, Michael Belleau was a convicted sex offender 

who argued that the ankle monitor violated his Fourth Amendment right to privacy. Belleau was 

convicted of sexual assault in 1992 and was originally supposed to be released from prison in 

2005. However, in 2004, he was civilly committed to a treatment center after a civil trial and was 

released in 2010 when a treatment center psychologist said Belleau was "no longer more likely 

than not to commit further sexual assaults" (Anacker & Pinals, 2016). By the time of his 2010 

release, a Wisconsin law had been enacted in 2006 that required sex offenders who were released 

from civil commitment to wear a GPS monitoring device 24 hours a day for the rest of their 

lives. In court, the district judge held this Wisconsin monitoring statute unconstitutional, and this 

was appealed by the Department of Corrections. The Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals reversed 

the decision, deciding that the Wisconsin law did not violate the Fourth Amendment because the 

electronic monitoring of sex offenders is considered a search under the Fourth Amendment. In 

other words, the Fourth Amendment prohibits unreasonable searches, and monitoring a sexual 

offender is not unreasonable. While examining the totality of the circumstances, the Seventh 

Circuit recognized that Belleau victimized children, which made him a unique threat to public 

safety. Sexual offenses against children are also associated with higher recidivism rates. In the 

end, it was decided that the monitoring statute was in the best interests of public safety and that 

lifetime monitoring was a reasonable sanction in this case (Anacker & Pinals, 2016).  
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Sensationalism of sexual offenses in the media can lead to increasingly severe policies as 

the public is made more and more fearful. Politicians have been known to act on demands from 

the public for more severe punishments, even when crime rates are not necessarily indicative of a 

need to do so. As a result, many offender policies are made to make the public feel safe, but 

without offender rehabilitation in mind (Presser & Gunnison, 1999). Without proper 

rehabilitation, offenders can become isolated, which increases the risk of recidivism. Policies are 

often made in response to quantitative opinion polls (Comartin et al., 2009), and that is why it is 

important to understand where the general public stands on such issues.  

Discussion 

 Although there were no significant findings for whether or not college major affects 

students' views on sex offender treatment, there were results that indicated a relationship between 

major and opinion on sex offender sanctions. Criminology students are more likely than non-

criminology students to approve of current sanctions. I also found that males were more likely to 

find current sanctions to be effective than women, specifically residency restrictions and GPS 

tracking. However, results also showed that males were more likely to believe that GPS tracking 

violated offenders' Fourth Amendment right to privacy. Further research could possibly 

determine if male respondents believe that a "violation of rights" may be necessary in order for 

sanctions to be effective. If that is the case, this could lead to the conclusion that men have lower 

empathy levels than women, which would support the study by Courtright previously mentioned. 

However, there is not currently enough evidence in my research to support this conclusion.  

 A limitation of my research was limited access to in-person surveys due to Covid. When I 

first began surveying students in 2019, I distributed hardcopy surveys to classrooms. Due to the 

pandemic, I transferred my survey onto an online survey website, which made it more difficult to 
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get student participation. Additionally, most of my survey participants were volunteers, making 

my sample a voluntary response sample. Voluntary response samples can be more biased than a 

true random sample because those who volunteered to take my survey may have done so because 

they have strong feelings about some aspect of the survey topic. Lastly, all respondents were 

Florida Southern College students, which could have restricted the amount of diversity in my 

sample.  

 Crime is something that will always be relevant in society, and it is always important to 

know how to protect ourselves and our communities. The results of this study could possibly 

provide insight into what young adults understand about this type of crime and prevention 

methods and what they may not fully understand. If done on a much larger scale, this research 

could influence new laws and ordinances regarding sexual offenders, whether it be making 

stricter punishments or focusing on less punitive consequences. On a smaller scale, this research 

could support the idea that criminology courses shape students' perceptions of these criminals 

and the sanctions and treatments that they receive. This data could be helpful at both local and 

state levels because more information about crime prevention and safety is useful at both levels. 

It is important to ensure that those who enter the criminal justice field are there for ethical 

reasons. A future application that would be beneficial is the addition of learning techniques in 

college courses that challenge dominant or traditional views of crime. Also, empathy training 

would be beneficial for students entering professions in the criminology and criminal justice 

fields. Research has shown that empathy training would be most effective during college years 

when morals and abstract thought are developed (Courtright et al., 2007).  

Conclusion 
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In conclusion, the results of my research have indicated that males and females tend to 

have a difference in opinion regarding sex offender treatment and sanctions. Based on my 

results, males are likely to be more in favor of sanctions placed on offenders while also 

considering GPS tracking to be a violation of the Constitutional right to privacy. Criminology 

majors are more likely to believe in the effectiveness of sanctions when compared to non-

criminology majors. Public opinions on crimes such as sexual offenses matter because they can 

influence the decisions of political leaders and policymakers. Policies that are made can either 

have a positive or negative impact on offender rehabilitation. While sexual offenders certainly 

deserve to face consequences for their crimes, it is important that the consequences lead to long-

term rehabilitation so that they will not commit the same offenses in the future.  
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Appendix B 

Informed Consent to Participate in Research 
Information to Consider Before Taking Part in this Research Study 

Project Title: Student Perceptions of Sexual offenders  
Principal Investigator(s): Madison Santore and Vanessa Lujan 
Faculty Advisor(s):  Chastity Blankenship                  

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY:  
The purpose of our study is to explore the different perceptions of sexual offenders that are held by students with different academic 

interests. We are interested in uncovering if criminology students have a different understand than students of other majors. We will 

measure student perceptions through the use of self-reported student surveys.  

STUDY PROCEDURES:  

Participation will include completing a survey to measure your perceptions regarding sexual offenders and presence in society. You will 

participate in the completion of surveys on a voluntary basis and declining to participate will have no impact on your course grade.  
 
RISKS AND DISCOMFORTS:   
A risk can be triggering thoughts or emotions for the student as a result of past experiences with sexual offenses. 

POTENTIAL BENEFITS:  
No potential benefits.  
 
CONSENT:  
A signature of consent will be required to participate in study.  
 
CONFIDENTIALITY:  
All answers will be kept confident and data will not be shared with anyone except the professor. 

VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION / WITHDRAWAL:  

Subjects may withdraw from the study at any time if they wish to do so.  

QUESTIONS, CONCERNS, OR COMPLAINTS: If you have any questions, concerns or complaints about this study, please 

contact the Chair of the Institutional Review Board at (863) 680-6205, VP for Academic Affairs at (863) 680-4124. 

Consent to Take Part in this Research Study 

It is up to you to decide whether you want to take part in this study.  If you want to take part, please sign the form, if the 

following statements are true. 

I freely give my consent to take part in this study.  I understand that by signing this form I am agreeing to take part in 

research.   

 

              
Signature of Person Taking Part in Study       Date 
 

        
Printed Name of Person Taking Part in Study 
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Section 1 
1. What is your gender? 
a. Male 
b. Female 
c. other 

 
2. Which best describes your race? 
a. White 
b. Black 
c. Hispanic 
d. Asian 
e. Other (please specify):______________________ 

 
3. What is your age?____________ 
 
4. Which category best describes you? 
a. Liberal  
b. Democrat 
c. Independent 
d. Conservative 
e. Republican 
f. Other 

 
5. Are you currently majoring or minoring in criminology? 
a. Yes 
b. No 
If no, what is your major?___________________________ 
If yes, how many criminology courses have you taken?____________________ 
 
6. Have you known someone who has been convicted of a sex offender crime? 
a. No 
b. Yes (please indicate if this individual was a family member, friend, etc. ___________) 

 
Section 2 

1. What percentages of sex offenders commit another sexual offense? 

□1-10%      □11-20%        □21-30%       □31-40%          □41-50%  
□51-60%    □61-70%        □71-80%       □81-90%          □91-100%  

 

 
2. What percentages of rapists sexually reoffend? 

□1-10%      □11-20%        □21-30%       □31-40%          □41-50%  
□51-60%    □61-70%        □71-80%       □81-90%          □91-100%  

3. What percentages of child molesters sexually reoffend? 

□1-10%       □11-20%        □21-30%        □31-40%        □41-50%  
□51-60%     □61-70%        □71-80%        □81-90%        □91-100%  

 

 
4. What percentages of adult sex offenders were sexually abused as children?  

□1-10%       □11-20%        □21-30%        □31-40%        □41-50%  
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□51-60%     □61-70%        □71-80%        □81-90%        □91-100%  
 

 

5. What percentages of sex offenders are severely mentally ill? 
□1-10%       □11-20%        □21-30%        □31-40%        □41-50%  
□51-60%     □61-70%        □71-80%        □81-90%        □91-100%  

 

 
6. What percentages of sex offenses are brought to the attention of authorities?  

□1-10%       □11-20%        □21-30%        □31-40%        □41-50%  
□51-60%     □61-70%        □71-80%        □81-90%        □91-100%  

 

 
7. What percentages of sex crimes are committed by strangers? 

□1-10%       □11-20%        □21-30%        □31-40%        □41-50%  
□51-60%     □61-70%        □71-80%        □81-90%        □91-100%  

 

 
8. What percentages of sex crimes are committed by individuals familiar to the victim? 

□1-10%       □11-20%        □21-30%        □31-40%        □41-50%  
□51-60%     □61-70%        □71-80%        □81-90%        □91-100%  

 

 

Section 3 
1. Most sex offenders re-offend. 

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 
2. Treatment is not effective for sex offenders. 

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 
3. Sexual offense rates continue to increase.  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
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4. The majority of sex offenders are caught by the authorities, convicted, then placed in 
prison.  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 
5. Most sexual assaults are not committed by strangers.  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 
6. Sex offenders reoffend at higher rates compared to other criminal offenders.  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 
7. When sex offenders do re-offend, they are more likely to commit a a crime that is more 
violent and serious than their prior offense.  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 4 
Listed below are the most commonly used sex offender-specific laws and management 
policies. Please indicate by choosing “yes” or “no” whether or not you believe the 
following strategies are effective in reducing reoffending among sex offenders. 
 

GPS/ electronic monitoring yes no unsure 
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registration/ community notification laws yes no unsure 

probation/ parole supervision yes no unsure 

Paying restitution to victims yes no unsure 

Residency restrictions yes no unsure 

Incarceration (prison) yes no unsure 

Specialized sex offender treatment yes no unsure 

 

Section 5 
Please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with the following statements about 
sex offender management and policies by circling the number that best represents your 
opinion. 
 

 
1. Residency restrictions should be imposed on all reentering sex offenders, even if that 

means they are unable to return home due to close proximity of a school, playground, or 
park.  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 
2. Sex offenders should be prepared to endure threats and harassment from their 
neighbors once they have been found out due to the sex offender registry.  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 
3. GPS tracking devices violate sex offenders’ individual rights protected by the 
Constitution .  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 
4. Because of registration laws, sex offenders should accept the fact that employment 
opportunities may be difficult to find.  
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Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 
5. Experiencing shame and embarrassment due to the sex offender registry is a 
consequence sex offenders should learn to accept.  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 

Section 6 
 

 
1. Sexual offenders should be able to keep their civil rights (voting, privacy, etc.). 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 

 
2. Child sex offenders should be punished more severely than other sex offenders. 

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 

 
3. Sex offenders should wear tracking devices so their location can be known at all times. 

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 

 
4. Sex offender punishment should vary depending on the severity of the individual crime. 

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
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5. Being notified of sex offenders lowers likelihood of being victimized.  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 

 

 
6. Incarceration of sex offenders reduces likelihood of reoffending.  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 
7. Sex offenders should be able to attend college campuses as students with no 
restrictions.  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 
8. A sex offense committed against someone the perpetrator knows is less serious than a 
sex offense committed against a stranger.  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 
9. Most sex offenders do not have close friends.  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

 
10. Only a few sex offenders are dangerous.  

 

Strongly disagree disagree Somewhat disagree Somewhat agree agree Strongly agree 
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1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

Thank you for taking this survey. If you need to talk to someone about victimization, 
please contact the Counseling Center at 863-680-6236.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


