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The 
scope
of the 
problem



▸ Spam emails

▸ Solicitation of authors

▸ Rapid turnaround of papers

▸ Little to no peer review

▸ Deceptive APCs

▸ Loss of copyrights

▸ Hijacking journals

▸ Poor indexing

▸ “Pseudo” Conferences

Recognizing
Predatory
Practices



Why is this happening?
Recognizing
Predatory
Practices

▸ Open access models

▹ Easy entry into publishing 

environment for unscrupulous 

publishers

▸ “Publish or Perish”

▹ Academics who feel they have to 

publish at any cost



Why is it important?
Recognizing
Predatory
Practices

▸ Explosion in number of articles 

published on the subject of 

predatory publishing

▸ 2015 study 

▹ 2014: 422,000 articles published in  

predatory journals

▹ Represented $74 million in APCs



Why is it important?
Recognizing
Predatory
Practices

▸ 2018 study

▹ 5,000 German scientists alone 

have published in questionable 

journals

▸ Represents a massive waste 

of resources



Jeffrey Beall

▸ Beall’s List of Potentially Predatory 
Journals & Publishers
▹ 1,150 

▸ Problems w/ list

▹ Beall had sole responsibility for 
maintaining

▹ Distrusted all open access models

▹ Accusations of classism/racism

▸ List taken down 1/2017

Recognizing
Predatory
Practices



If it looks too 
good to be true, 

it probably is
Recognizing Predatory Practices



Recognizing
Predatory
Practices



Recognizing
Predatory
Practices



Recognizing
Predatory
Practices



Is this legitimate?
“Dear Dr. [First Name Last Name],

Greetings from Genoteq!

We are happy to inform you that your abstract had been 
accepted for presentation at our esteemed conference.

We are glad to have eminent people like you at our congress.

Please find the attached acceptance letter, we are requesting you 
to procced for registration and confirm your slot towards our 
conference.

As an early bird offer we are offering you 2 nights of free 
accommodation at the conference venue.

Early bird date: 15th May, 2018

Please let us know the package that you want to register so that 
we can procced further.

Revert me for further queries, we are happy to assist you.”
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▸ Size of the venue

▸ Stacking of multiple conferences at one 
venue

▸ Many different conferences over the course 
of a few months

▸ OMICS, a known predatory company under 
investigation by the Federal Trade 
Commission, also has conferences running 
at the same time at the same venues in 
some cases

Recognizing
Predatory
Practices

Red Flags



▸ Sketchy program details

▸ No major sponsors

▸ The single sponsor has a spotty 
reputation

▸ No organizing committee

▸ All are first-time conferences

▸ Editorial process for acceptance is 
not well-defined

Recognizing
Predatory
Practices

Red Flags



Roux can help!  
Roux Resources for Locating Legitimate Publishers



Scopus

Cabell’s

Harzing’s Publish or Perish

Roux
Resources



Scopus is the largest abstract 
and citation database of peer-
reviewed literature.

Includes tools to track, analyze, 
and visualize research.

https://www.scopus.com

Scopus

https://www.scopus.com


Cabell’s is a source for journal 
info, evaluation metrics, and 
submission details.

FSC provides access to 
Business and Education 
whitelists.

http://www.cabells.com

Cabell’s

http://www.cabells.com


Harzing’s Publish or Perish 
searches a number of data 
sources for journal metrics.

Created by Anne Harzing, 
professor of International 
Management at Middlesex 
University, London.

https://harzing.com/resources/
publish-or-perish

Publish or 
Perish

https://harzing.com/resources/publish-or-perish


Looking closely 
at open access 

resources
Directory of Open Access Journals & SHERPA/RoMEO



Access to peer-reviewed digital, 
online, free of charge, and free 
of most copyright and licensing 
restrictions. 

▸ Green Open Access
▸ Gold Open Access

Open
Access





“DOAJ is a community-curated 
list of open access journals and 
aims to be the starting point for 
all information searches for 
quality, peer reviewed open 
access material.”

Browse Subjects

Directory of 
Open 
Access 
Journals

https://doaj.org/subjects


https://doaj.org/search?source={"query":{"filtered":{"filter":{"bool":{"must":[{"term":{"index.classification.exact":"Education"}},{"term":{"_type":"journal"}},{"term":{"index.has_seal.exact":"No"}}]}},"query":{"query_string":{"query":"germany","default_field":"index.country","default_operator":"AND"}}}},"from":0,"size":10}#.W3Cee9hKhE4


DOAJ's 
policy on 
"predatory" 
publishers 
and journals

▸ 'Questionable' instead of predatory
▸ Objective review
▸ Questionable publishing practices 

are not restricted to open access 
publishing 



OpenDOAR - Directory of Open Access 
Repositories

http://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/

DOAB - Directory of Open Access Books

https://www.doabooks.org/

Other 
resources 
for Open 
Access 
content

http://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/opendoar/
https://www.doabooks.org/


You want to put your research 
articles online, but…

▸ Some publishers prohibit authors 
to self archive

▸ Others allow it only under certain 
conditions

▸ Others are quite happy for authors 
to show their work in this way.

Self 
Archiving



So What Do You Do?

Consult SHERPA/Romeo!

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo

Self 
Archiving

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo


Information on a journal-by-journal 
basis

▸ Publisher open access policies 
▸ Summaries of self-archiving 

permissions 
▸ Conditions of rights given to 

authors on a journal-by-journal 
basis. 

SHERPA / 
ROMEO



SHERPA / 
RoMEO 
Archiving 
Policies

ROMEO Colors Archiving Policy

green can archive pre-print and post-print or 
publisher's version/PDF

blue can archive post-print (ie final draft 
post-refereeing) or publisher's 
version/PDF

yellow can archive pre-print (ie pre-
refereeing)

white archiving not formally supported

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/browse.php?colour=green&la=en&fIDnum=|&mode=simple&version=
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/browse.php?colour=blue&la=en&fIDnum=|&mode=simple&version=
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/browse.php?colour=yellow&la=en&fIDnum=|&mode=simple&version=
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/browse.php?colour=white&la=en&fIDnum=|&mode=simple&version=


Annual Review of Computer Science

Adult basic education and literacy journal

ACS Earth and Space Chemistry

Examples

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo


https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

Think 
Check 
Submit

https://thinkchecksubmit.org/
https://thinkchecksubmit.org/


Predatory Journals Algorithm
(Laine & Winker, 2017, http://www.wame.org/identifying-predatory-or-pseudo-journals)



Thank You!
Any questions?

You can find us at:

▸ Julie Hornick      jhornick@flsouthern.edu
▸ Steven Wade      swade@flsouthern.edu
▸ Marina Morgan  mmorgan@flsouthern.edu

mailto:jhornick@flsouthern.edu
mailto:swade@flsouthern.edu
mailto:mmorgan@flsouthern.edu

