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“You know who you are, but do others?”

“Of the more than 6 million authors in a major journal
citations and abstracts database, more than two-thirds of
them share a last name and single initial with another
author, and an ambiguous name in the same database refers
on average to eight people.”

https://www.ands.org.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/388822/share-issue-18.pdf

https://www.ands.org.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/388822/share-issue-18.pdf


Name Ambiguity

Author 1  Author 2   Author 3

Mary James 

Mary James   M. James   Mary James-Lin

Same Author



Name Disambiguation Standards for IRs

● No authority control for authors of journal articles
○ created by indexing databases or journal publishers
○ economic choice
○ very complex 
○ time-consuming

● Metadata schemas with no authority control guidelines



Author and Research Identifiers



Build Linked Records - MarcEdit





Data Collection



0 DB 1 DB 2 DB

No database 3
LCNAF 0
Scopus 18
ORCID 0
VIAF 0
ISNI 0
LCNAF and Scopus 0
LCNAF and ORCID 0
LCNAF and VIAF 0
LCNAF and ISNI 0
Scopus and ORCID 4
Scopus and VIAF 3
Scopus and ISNI 5
ORCID and VIAF 0
ORCID and ISNI 0
VIAF and ISNI 0

3 DB 4 DB 5 DB

LCNAF, Scopus, and ORCID 0
LCNAF, Scopus, and VIAF 6
LCNAF, Scopus, and ISNI 0
LCNAF, ORCID, and VIAF 0
LCNAF, ORCID, and ISNI 0
Scopus, ORCID, and VIAF 0
Scopus, ORCID, and ISNI 1
Scopus, VIAF, and ISNI 0
LCNAF, VIAF, and ISNI 4
ORCID, VIAF, and ISNI 0
LCNAF, Scopus, ORCID, and VIAF 1
LCNAF, Scopus, ORCID, and ISNI 0
LCNAF, Scopus, VIAF, and ISNI 5
LCNAF, ORCID, VIAF, and ISNI 0
Scopus, ORCID, VIAF, and ISNI 0
LCNAF, Scopus, ORCID, VIAF, and ISNI 0















Lessons Learned

● Different disciplines have different results
● Beware of the algorithms 
● Science faculty scored lower on LCNAF and 

higher in Scopus
● Humanities faculty scored higher in LCNAF



LCNAF



VIAF
Same person, 3 different IDs





SCOPUS ID



ORCID is NOT
a social media platform



FSC faculty

Not FSC faculty



Conclusions

● Accuracy
● Advocacy
● Network
● Always be curious!



Thank you!
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mmorgan@flsouthern.edu


